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“The Friends of Jesus”, John 15:9-17É É ÉÉ É É É É. .ÉÉ É É Rev. Dr. Robert G. Leroe 
 
Introduction:  Our Lord gives His disciples both a title and a condition in verse 14, and invites us to do 
some self-examination to determine if our faith is authentic:  “You are My friends if you do 
whatsoever I command.” 
 
I.  Jesus is the Friend of sinners, but sinners are not His friends till their hearts are transformed. 
 
     When we receive Christ, we receive a “new nature”—our hearts are changed.  Paul explains in I 
Cor 5:7, ÒIf any one is in Christ, they are a new creation; the old life is passing away, and everything is 
in the process of becoming new.Ó 
 
      A. Unbelievers are dominated by the ÒoldÓ or ÒunregenerateÓ nature 
 
      I had a Cocker Spaniel named Sport who was a very obedient dog, but when he saw a cat or a 
raccoon, he would take off in pursuit.  I didnÕt use a leash most of the time because Sport stayed at my 
side under voice control.  One day he chased a raccoon under our back porch and the next thing I knew 
he was clambering out from under the porch for dear life!  I donÕt know what the raccoon did or said 
to him, but old Sport got the message for sure!  Now why did my dog act that way?  He was simply 
behaving according to his nature; it was natural for him to hunt. 
 
      -Likewise, it is only natural for an unbeliever to sin.  Knowing that should encourage us and keep 
us from getting too upset when a non-Christian does us an injustice; theyÕre just acting according to 
their nature, and they are revealing an inner need.  They are not the Òfriends of Jesus.Ó 
 
      -We have seen the collapse of Communism.  I took my family to Berlin and we saw the Wall 
coming down.  The reason Communism failed is theological.  Marx based his economic philosophy on 
the assumption that people are basically good, and he forged an idealistic, utopian political system, 
doomed to failure.  Capitalism has its flaws, but it realistically understands human nature. 
 
      B. Friendship can only exist when there is a response.  In the previous chapter, John 15:15, Jesus 
says, ÒIf you love Me, you will keep My commandments.Ó  He is talking about obedienceÑ not 
respectability, rank, or ability. 
 
II.  The kind of obedience our Lord expects--active, continuous, and universalÉ   
 

A. Active obedienceÑ abstinence is not enough. 
 
      I asked a soldier if he was a Christian and he replied, ÒSureÑ I donÕt do this, and I donÕt do thatÉÓ  
But Christianity doesnÕt consist of the things we donÕt do.  An atheist can abstain from those same 
things.  The point is, what do you do?  What is your faith producing?  A Christianity that does nothing 
is worth nothing. 
 
      Some ministers spend a great deal of time in the pulpit preaching against specifi c sinsÑ nearly all 
their sermons condemn the list of things theyÕre against.  And their congregations love this negative 
preachingÑ because they donÕt do those bad things!  Negative preaching makes them feel spiritual:  ÒI 
must be a mature Christian because of what IÕm not doing.Ó  Those congregations ought to hear some 
messages on prayer, forgiveness, faith-sharing and compassion! 
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      B.   Our Lord expects continuous obedience>  ÒYou are My friends if you doÉ. Ó  The tense of the 
verb ÒdoÓ in the original Greek implies continuous action, an ongoing response. 
 
      Is Christianity the vital force of our lives?  Or is it merely a segment, something we practice only 
on Sundays?  The ÒSunday ChristianÓ is not the friend of Jesus.  God wants our faith to affect every 
aspect, every dimension of our lives. 
 
      In I John 2:3-6 we are told, ÒWe can be sure we know Him if we obey His commands.  The one 
who says, ÔI know HimÕ, but does not do what the Lord commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  
But if anyone obeys His word, GodÕs love is truly made complete in him.  This is how we know we 
are in Him:  whoever claims to abide in Him ought to walk as Jesus walked.Ó 
 
      A man once approached the Emperor Napoleon and said, ÒYour excellency, how pleased I am to 
meet you!  For you see, my name is the same as yours!Ó  The emperor knew that this man had a poor 
reputation and a bad characterÉs o he looked at the man and angrily ordered him:  ÒYou either live up 
to your name or change it!Ó 
 
      Do we live up to the name, Òfriend of JesusÓ?  To consistently live our faith is evidence of true 
friendship. 
 
C.  Our Lord expects active, continuous, and universal obedience>  ÒYou are My friends if you do 
whatsoeverÉ. Ó 
 
      Christianity is not a mess hall or cafeteria religionÑ where you walk in and say, ÒWell, IÕll have 
some of this, and a little of that, one of thoseÑ but wait, no liver or brussel sprouts!Ó 
 
      When we enlist in the LordÕs Army, we report for duty and comply with our CommanderÕs orders.  
We agree to the total program!  How can rebels against the King be His MajestyÕs friends? 
 
D.  Genuine commitment to Christ comes out of a friendly spirit.  True faith doesnÕt fight the will of 
God.  IÕm puzzled with people who testify that God led them to do something, and they struggled with 
it and finally surrendered.  This may occur occasionally, but with the divine call comes the desire and 
ability to do what God directs. 
 
      When I announced my call to the ministry, a fri end advised me, ÒBob, if you can do anything else, 
do it.Ó  This was not meant to dissuade me from the ministry, but to help confi rm my call.  The point 
was, I couldn’t do anything else!  Like Paul, I was compelled to preach the Gospel! 
 
      A true friend of Jesus wants to please Jesus.  When I served in an MP Bn, my XO told me one day, 
ÒChaplain, since I became a Christian, I found that I could do anything I wanted!Ó  I thought, ÒOh 
boyÑ this is going to be an interesting discussionÑ but then he smiled and added, ÒÉan d you know, 
as a Christian, I don’t want to do the things I used to do!Ó  When we come to Christ, He changes our 
priorities, motivations, desires and direction. 
 
      Our commitment to Christ is not coerced; it stems from gratitude for the new life weÕve received.  
Because our hearts have been transformed, we serve the Lord, not because we grudgingly feel we have 
to, but because we want to!   And we obey, not to get to heaven, but because weÕre already citizens of 
the place! 
 
É. But now, the bad news: 
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III.  Those who do not obey Jesus are no friends of His 
 
      King Saul disobeyed God; he then went through the motions of worship, figuring that this would 
somehow satisfy God, Who would then (hopefully) overlook his sin.  However, GodÕs reply to Saul 
showed otherwise.  In I Samuel 15:22 GodÕs prophet rebukes the king saying: 
 
      ÒHas the Lord as much delight in burnt off erings and sacrifi ce as in obeying the voice of the Lord?  
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifi ce.Ó 
 
      People may try to pretend to be the friends of Jesus, but their deception will one day be 
uncoveredÉ.  
 
      There was once a member of the Imperial Orchestra of Japan who couldnÕt play a note.  He was a 
man of great influence and wealth, and by pulling some strings was given a position in this orchestra 
which played for the Emperor.  The conductor agreed to let him ÒperformÓ with the flute section.  The 
man took his instrument, and when the music began, he went through the motions of playing but never 
made a sound.  After several years of this deception, the conductor retired and a new direcotr took 
over.  He announced to the musicians:  ÒI am not going to assume that you are qualifi ed to perform for 
the Emperor.  So to remain in this orchestra will require a personal audition on the part of each 
musician.Ó  On the day the flute section was to individually play, guess who was ÒsickÓ?  But 
eventually this fake flutist had to appear and demonstrate his ability.  With great shame and loss of 
face he had to confess he was a fake and a pretender.  He was unable to Òface the music.Ó 
 
      This is true of everyone who is pretending or is self-deceived.  An apt definition of a hypocrisy is 
ÒPeople who are not themselves on Sunday.Ó 
 
IV .  The true friend of Jesus 
 
      How do we acquire this title, ÒThe friends of JesusÓ?  For a price you can go on the internet and 
receive ordination or a doctoral degree, but you canÕt buy the title, Òfriend of Jesus.Ó 
 
      The true friend has a desire implanted by the Holy Spirit to study GodÕs word and seek out His 
will.  Peter tells us: 
 
ÒLike newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow up in your 
salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is goodÓ (I Peter 2:2). 
 
We know when babies are hungryÑ theyÕre not too fond of missing meals!  (If youÕre not sure, go 
visit the chapel nursery!)  The true friend of Jesus doesnÕt have to be force-fed.  The true friend feasts 
on the word of God, assimilates, makes it part of who they are. 
 
      When I went to college, the fraternities would nightly carry letters to and from the girlsÕ dorms 
(before email).  This is how guys would ask for dates, or write their girlfriends.  This is how I asked 
Laura for our fi rst date.  My roommate was engaged, and one night I thought it would be funny to hide 
his letter.  ThatÕs the closest IÕve ever come to getting murdered!  He would get his nightly letter and 
read itÑ over and over againÑ looking for subtle shades of meaningÉan d this is how the friend of 
Jesus respond to GodÕs love letter. 
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      The true friend takes time for fellowship with God.  A mark of friendship is being connected.  
Friendship is maintained through inter-action, by keeping the lines of communication open.  Being in 
the military for 25 years, I moved around a lot, and I try to stay in touch with good friends who live all 
over the US.  Would I really be a true friend if I never wrote or called?  How must God feel when His 
friends go for days without a word to Him? 
 
Conclusion:   My hope is that we are sure of our spiritual condition:  we know where we stand.  So 
many people trust in the wrong things to get them to heaven:  baptism, church membership, their 
giving, even their parents, though God doesnÕt have grandchildren. 
 
Jesus soberly tells us in Matthew 7, ÒNot everyone who says to Me, ÔLord, LordÕ, will enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but only he who does the will of My Father Who is in Heaven.Ó (vs 21). 
 
The true friend of Jesus has been given the desire and ability to follow the will of the Father.  ÒYou are 
My friends, if you do whatsoever I command.Ó 
 
Prayer:  ÒHoly Father, grant us insight to examine ourselves and see what is lacking.  Help us to live 
up to the name, Ôfriend of Jesus.Õ  If someone here is not a Christian, may they want Your friendship.  
If anyone here is trusting in the wrong things, direct them to the Cross.  We, Your children and 
friends, look to Your mercy and ask for Your strength.  Help us in our pilgrimage to follow You and 
glorify You in all that we do.  This we pray in the Name of our Savior and Friend, the Lord Jesus, 
Amen.Ó 
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Prayers for worship 

 
Invocation: 
Gracious Lord, we regard this building as Your house, and we know that 
whenever we visit the house of our best Friend, we will find it a place where we 
are welcome and accepted, a place where we can relax,  a place where we can 
freely express our concerns, admit our failures, express our frustrationsÑ
knowing that Jesus our Friend will encourage us and offer compassionate 
guidance.  We are glad to be here; we need to be here, and we thank You that 
whenever we need to come to You, O Lord, we find before us an open door.  We 
thank You for Your invitation and make our prayer in JesusÕ Name, Amen. 
 
Offertory prayer: 
Lord God, we generously share our time and possessions with our closest 
friends.  We regard You as our most intimate Friend.  May our friendship be 
evident in our giving, and may what we present be an offering of praise for Your 
gloryÑ Amen. 
 
Pastoral prayer: 
Holy Lord, we focus on our needs and interests, we extol and honor You, the 
Triune God, Whose love is eternal and Whose mercy reaches out to those who 
deserve it now.  You have taken us, Your enemies, and have made us Your 
friends.  This divine friendship is a great comfort when we encounter trials; 
when our souls are disturbed within us, we know we can call upon our best 
Friend.  And so we ask this morning forÉ. .(requests)É. .May Your friendshp 
for us be reflected in our relationships with others, and in adherence to Your 
will; for this we ask in our SaviorÕs Name, Who gave His followers a prayer that 
reveals a mutual friendship:  (LordÕs Prayer). 


