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Introduction: Our Lord givesHis disciplesboth atitle and a condition in verse 14, and invitesusto do
some self-examination to determine if our faith isauhentic: “You are My friends if you do
whatsoever [ command.”

I. Jesusisthe Friend of sinners but sinnersare not His friends till their hearts are transformed

Whenwe receve Christ, we receive a “new nature "—our hears arechanged. Pau explainsin |
Cor 5:7, Of ary oneisin Christ, they are a new creaton; the old life is passing away, and everything is
in the process of becoming new.O

A. Unbelieversare dominated by the OddOor OunregeneraeOnature

| hada Cocker Spaniel named Sport who wasa very obedert dog, but whenhe saw a cator a
raccmn, he would take off in pursuit. | didnOuse aleash most of the time because Sport stayed at my
side undervoice control. One day he chasedaraccan under our back porch and the next thing | knew
he wasclamktering out from under the porch for dearlife! 1 donOknow what the raccoon did or said
to him, but old Sport got the message for sure! Now why did my dog actthat way? He wassimply
behaving accading to his nature; it wasnatural for him to hunt.

-Likewise, it isonly natural for anunbelieverto sin. Knowing thatshould encourage us and keep
us from getting too upset when a non-Christiandoesus aninjustice;theyOrgust acting according to
their nature, ard they are reveaing aninnerneed They arenot the Ofrends of Jesus.O

-We have seenthe callapse of Communism. | took my family to Berlin and we saw the Wall
coming down. The reason Communism failedisthedogical. Marx based his economic philosophy on
the assumption that pegple arebad cally good, ard he forgedanideailstic, utopian political system,
doomedto failure. Cagtalism hasitsflaws, but it realistically underdands humannature.

B. Friendship canonly exist whenthereis aresponse. In the previous chapter, John 15:15, Jesus
says, Of you love Me, you will keepMy commandments.O He is talking about obedenceN not
regpecthility, rark, or ahlity.

Il. The kind of obedenceour Lord expects--acive, continuous, and universalE
A. Active obedenceN abstinenceis not enough.

| askedasoldierif he wasa Christianand he repied, G5ureN | donOto this, and | donOtlo thattO
But Christiarity doesnOtonsist of the things we donOto. An atheist canabstain from those same
things. The point is, what do you do? Whatisyour faith producing? A Christianity that doesnothing
isworth nothing.

Some ministersspend a greatdealof timein the pul pit preacling against specific sinsN nearly all
their sermons condemn the list of things theyOreagainst. And their congregations love this negative
preachingN becawse they donOto those badthings! Negative preacting makesthem feel spiritual: Ol
must be a matre Christianbecause of what |3n not doing.O Those congregations ought to hearsome
messageson prayer, forgiveness, faith-sharing and compassion!



B. Our Lord expects continuous obedence> Of ou areMy friendsif you doE. O Theterse of the
verb OadOin the original Greekimpliescontinuous action, anongoing regonse.

Is Christianity the vital force of our lives? Or isit merely asegmert, someting we pracice only
on Sundays? The OSuday ChristianOis not the friend of Jesus. God warts our faith to affect every
agoect, every dimersion of our lives

In 1 John 2:3-6 we aretold, ONe canbe sure we know Him if we obey His commards. The one
who says, @ know Hi mObut doesnot do whatthe Lord commardsis aliar, and the truth is not in him.
But if anyone obeys His word, GodOsoveistruly made completein him. Thisis how we know we
arein Him: whoever claimsto akide in Him ought to walk asJesus walked O

A manonce approached the Empera Napoleon and said, Or our excellercy, how pleased| am to
meetyou! For you see my nameis the sameasyours!O The emperor knew that this manhad a poor
reputation and a bad characterEs o he looked at the man and angrily orderedhim: Orou eitherlive up
to your name or chargeit!O

Do we live up to the name, Ofrend of JesusC? To consistertly live our faith is evidence of true
friendship.

C. Our Lord expects active, continuous, and universal obedence> Orou areMy friendsif you do
whatsoeverE. O

Christiarity isnot ames hall or cafeteriareligionN where you walk in and say, ONell, 1Ol have
someof this, and alittle of that, one of thoseN but wait, no liver or brussel sprouts!O

Whenwe enlist in the LordOsArmy, we report for duty and comply with our 9ommarderf)$)rders
We agreeto the total program! How canrehels against the King be His Majesy@ friends?

D. Genuine commitmert to Christ comesout of a friendly spirit. True faith doesOfight the will of
God. 1Ompuzzled with people who tedify that God led themto do something, ard they struggled with
it and finally surrendered This may occur occasonally, but with the divine call comesthe desre ard
ahility to do what God direct.

When| amouncedmy call to the ministry, a friend advisedme, OB, if you cando anything else,
do it.0 This wasnot mear to dissuade me from the ministry, but to help confirm my call. The point
was | couldn’t do anything else! Like Pau, | wascompelied to preach the Gospel!

A truefriend of Jesus wartsto please Jeaus. Whenl servedin anMP Bn, my XO told me one day,
OClapain, sincel becamea Christian | found that | could do anything | warted O | thought, GDh
boyN thisis going to be aninteresing discussionN but thenhe smiledand added, CEan d you know,
asa Christian, | don’t want to do the things | usedto do!O Whenwe cometo Christ, He changesour
priorities mativations, dedresand direction.

Our commitmert to Christ isnot coerced it stemsfrom gratitude for the new life weOg received
Because our heats have beentrarsformed we serve the Lord, not because we grudgingly feel we have
to, but because we want tol  And we obey, not to get to heawen, but because we@e already citizens of
the place!

E. But now, the bad news:



Il. Those who do not obey Jesus are no friends of His

King Sau disobeyed God; he thenwert through the motions of worship, figuring that this would
sometow satisfy God, Who would then (hopefully) overlook hissin. However, GodOsefy to Sau
showedotherwise. In | Samuel 15:22 GodOsgprophet rebukesthe king saying:

(Hasthe Lord asmuch delight in burnt off erings and sacrifi ce asin obeying the voice of the Lord?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice O

Peagple maytry to pretend to be the friends of Jeaus, but their deception will one day be
uncovereck.

There wasonce a member of the Imperial Orchedra of Japanwho couldnOplay a note. He wasa
manof greatinfluence and weakh, and by pulling some strings wasgivena position in this orchesra
which playedfor the Emperor. The conductor agreedto let him OgrformOwith the flute secion. The
mantook hisinstrumert, and whenthe music began, he wert through the mations of playing but never
mace asound. After several yeas of this deceftion, the conductor retired and a new direcdr took
over. He amouncedto the musicians: Q amnot going to assumethatyou arequalifiedto perform for
the Emperor. Soto remain in thisorchegrawill require a personal audition on the part of each
musicianO On the day the flute secion wasto individually play, guess who wasOsckC® But
evertually this fake flutist hadto appea and demonstrate his ahility. With greatshame and loss of
facehe hadto confess he wasa fake ard a preterder. He wasunableto Ofaethe music.O

Thisistrue of everyone who is pretending or is self-deceved. An apt definition of ahypocrisy is
OPeple who are not themselveson Sunday.O

IV. Thetruefriend of Jewus

How do we acquire thistitle, Orhe fri ends of Jesys@? For aprice you cango on theinternetand
receve ordination or adoctoral degree, but you carObuy thetitle, Griend of Jeaus.O

Thetrue friend hasadesreimplartedby the Holy Spirit to study GodOsvord ard seekout His
will. Petertellsus:

Olike newborn babes long for the pure milk of the word, so thatby it you may grow up in your
salvation, now thatyou have tagedthat the Lord is goodO(l Peter 2:2).

We know whenbahiesare hungryN theyOranot too fond of missing meas! (If you®e not sure, go
visit the chapel nursery!) Thetruefriend of Jesus doesnOthave to be force-fed. Thetrue friend feads
on the word of God, assimilates makesit partof who they are.

When| wert to college, the fraterritieswould nightly carrylettersto and from the girlsCdorms
(before emall). Thisishow guyswould ask for dates or write their girlfriends. Thisishow | aked
Laurafor our first date. My roommate wasengaged, and one night | thought it would be funny to hide
hisletter. ThatDshe closeg I0e ever cometo getting murdered He would get his nightly letter and
readitN over ard over againN looking for subtle shades of mearingEan d this is how the friend of
Jeaus reppond to GodOgove letter.



Thetrue friend takestimefor fellowship with God. A markof friendship is being connected
Friendship is maintained through inter-action, by keepng the linesof communication open Beingin
the military for 25 years | movedaround alot, and | try to stay in touch with good friends who live all
overthe US. Would | realy be atruefriend if | neverwrote or called? How must God feel whenHis
friends go for days without a word to Him?

Conclusion: My hopeisthatwe are sure of our spiritual condition: we know wherewe stand. So
mary peaopletrust in the wrong things to getthem to heavert baptism, church membership, their
giving, eventheir parerts, though God doesnOthave grandchildren

Jewus soberly tellsusin Matthew 7, ONot everyone who says to Me, Q.ord, LordOwi IJ enerthe
Kingdom of Heawen, but only he who doesthe will of My Father Who isin HeawenO(vs 21).

The true friend of Jesus hasbeengiventhe desre and ability to follow the will of the Father. Orou are
My friends, if you do whatsoever | commard.O

Prayer: (Holy Father, grart us insight to examine ourselvesand see whatislacking. Help usto live
up to the name, Griend of Jesus.O1f someme hereis not a Christian, maythey wart Y our friendship.
If anyone hereistrusting in the wrong things, directthem to the Cross. We, Your childrenand
friends, look to Your mercy and ask for Your strength. Help usin our pilgrimage to follow You ard
glorify You in all thatwe do. Thiswe prayinthe Name of our Savior and Friend, the Lord Jeaus,
AmenO




Pravers for worship

Invoaation:

GraciousLord, we regard this building as Y our house, and we know that
whenever we visit the house of our best Friend, we will find it a place where we
are welcome and accepted, a place where we can relax, a place where we can
freely express our conaerns, admit our failures, express our frugtrationsN
knowing that Jesusour Friend will encourage us and offer compassionae
guidance. We are glad to be here; we need to be here, and we thank Y ou that
whenever we need to come to You, O Lord, we find before us an open door. We
thank Y ou for Y our invitation and make our prayer in JesusOName, Amen.

Offertory prayer:

Lord God, we generoudy share our time and possessionswith our closest
friends Weregad Youas ourmos intimate Friend. May our friendship be
evidentin our giving, and may wha we present be an offering of praise for Your
gloryN Amen.

Pastoral prayer:

Holy Lord, we focus on our needs and interests, we extol and honorY ou, the
Triune God, Who<= loveis eternd and Whose mercy reaches outto those who
deserve it now. You havetaken us, Yourenemies, and have made usY our
friends Thisdivinefriendship is a great comfort when we encouner trials;
when our souls are disturbed within us, we know we can call uponour best
Friend. And so we ask this moring forE. .(requests)E. .May Y our friendshp
for usbereflected in our relationships with others, and in adhaence to Your
will; for this we ask in our Savior@ Name, Who gave His followers a prayer that
reveals a mutud friendship: (Lord@ Prayer).




